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who was a son of the Yokharibash Qajar chief, Muhammad Efusain Khan,
fled from the town on finding that his forces were incapable of resistance,
If he had fallen into Muhammad Irlasan Khan's hands, he would almost
certainly have been put to death, because his father had played a prominent
part in the murder of Fatfr 'AH Khan in 1726.
The rebels had previously been in touch with the Governor of the
neighbouring province of Mazandaran, but this man, when asked to take
up arms in support of the rising in Astarabad, informed the rebels in reply
" that they might sleep in the bed which they had made."l Hanway states.
that Muhammad Jrlasan Khan had also been in correspondence with
Sam Mirza, but this led to nothing, because the pretender was defeated
and captured before the Astarabad revolt broke out.2
On receiving word of the Astarabad rebellion, Nadir instructed Behbud
Khan, the Sardar of the Atak (the district bordering on the mountains,
running from near Kalat to Ashqabad), to take immediate steps to suppress
it. Behbud Khan, who had only 1,500 men at his disposal, was reluctant
to obey this order, but Nasir Aqa, who had been a companion of Nadir
in his brigand days, and who, in company with Muhammad Zaman Khan,,
had fled from Astarabad, prevailed upon him to set out. Behbud Khan's.
force encountered the rebels a few stages to the east of Astarabad ; at the
outset the royal army was severely repulsed, but the day was lost for the
rebels when one of the Qajar chiefs whom they had forced to join them,
went over to Behbud Khan with all his men. Muhammad Irlasan Khan,
with a hundred of his Qajar followers and the majority of the Turkomans,,
escaped to the desert to the north.3 Behbud Khan and Muhammad
IJusain Khan, the father of Muhammad Zaman Khan, who had meanwhile-
reached Astarabad, wreaked a bloody revenge upon those of the rebels,
who were unfortunate enough to fall into their hands.4 As at Shiraz,
two pillars of human heads were erected ; Hanway, who passed these
pillars very shortly after they had been built, described them as being :
"of stone whitened over, and made full of niches: these pyramids were about
sixteen or twenty feet diameter at the basis, rising gradually to a point to near-
forty feet; at the top of each was a single head. This being towards the close
of the execution, the greatest part of the niches were filled with human heads, of
which several had beards, and being set a little projecting, added to the horror-
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of this object *
1 Haaway, VoL I, p. 202. One of the rebel leaders penetrated later into Mazandaran and seized.
Barfurush, but his success was merely ephemeral.
* Ibid., VoL I, p. 301, and VoL IV, p. 245.
8 Ibid., VoL I, pp. 302 and 303. See also the N.N., pp, 136-140; Muhammad Ka^im's account,
must be read -with caution, because it contains a number of inaccuracies, and he grossly
exaggerates the numbers of the rebels and of Behbud Khan's men in the battle.
*	Hanway, VoL I, pp. 297-303.   Mirza Mafcdi (T.W., p. 249) states that Mufcammad ^
Khan punished innocent and guilty alike, because of tie existence of a feud between
and the rival Ashaqbash Qajais.
*	Hanway, Vol. I, p. 295 ; opposite this page is an engraving showing thesa twn ™*ii*

